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ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND DREAMS  
 

The labyrinth trees are in!!!  Be sure to check them 
out.  I can hardly wait to see them 30 years from now 
(at my age 15 might be more realistic).  Many thanks 

to Sean Curry and his crew for working within our 
tight schedule and last-minute changes.  

 

A $5,000 grant has been received towards funding 
the water catchment system.  It will be great if we 

can get it in before the rainy season towards the end 
of 2019.  Lots of water will be saved (and money).    

 

I’ve attended many PTA, principal, and school coffee 
talk meetings in the last month in hopes of getting 

the two local elementary school parents and students 
interested in a family workshop in May – Planting a 

Summer Garden.  A group of 12 parents and two 
Foothill College representatives toured the garden 

March 15 – they were very enthused about being part 
of what we have.  

 

The two boxes set aside for Second Harvest Food 
Bank have been amended.  Planting will start in late 
March/early April – beet seeds and seed potatoes.  

Tomato and bell pepper seeds have been started 
indoors.  The honey bee, butterfly, hummingbird box 

has been completed with seeds, bulbs, and small 
plants – the seeds started sprouting after three days 

during a warm spell.  

 

. 
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APRIL PLANTING GUIDE 

 
 

Click HERE to see what can be planted from seed 

or transplants each month throughout the year.  

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Can you spare one hour on one day each month? 

 

Until we have an automatic irrigation system we 

manually water the perimeter plants and 10 trees in 

the labyrinth. 

 

If you’d like to help by watering the perimeter or 

trees or both, please reply to this newsletter e-mail 
or call Barbara @ 928-273-4544. 

 

http://mgsantaclara.ucanr.edu/garden-help/vegetables/vegetable-planting-chart/
http://mgsantaclara.ucanr.edu/garden-help/vegetables/vegetable-planting-chart/


 

Tomato Staking 

 

It's time to start planning how you will 
stake your tomatoes. You will want to 

stake your tomatoes right after you 

plant your seedlings in May. Here are 
the various Tomato Staking Techniques 

(place cursor over underlined words and 

click) tried by Master Gardeners.

Please send gardening questions or 
newsletter suggestions to 

gratefulgardenssj@gmail.com  

 

 

MANAGING PESTS 

 

If you’re growing leafy salad vegetables, like 
lettuces, I’ve found slugs in the beds.  Beer 

baiting captured quite a few.  Because it is the 
fermented part of the product that attracts these 
pests, you can also use a sugar-water and yeast 

mixture instead of beer. 

Beer/yeast traps attract slugs and snails within 
an area of only a few feet, and you must 

replenish the bait every few days to keep the level 
deep enough to drown the mollusks. Traps must 
have deep vertical sides to keep the snails and 

slugs from crawling out and a top to reduce 
evaporation. Note:  mine were small plastic bowls 
without a top, buried at ground level, and placed 

under vegetation out of the sun.  These types of 
traps are available at garden supply stores, or 

you can make your own by burying a coffee can, 
margarine container, or plastic bottle with the top 

at ground level and placing a lid with holes cut 
into it over the container. 

Birds will also peck holes in the leaves – I will be 
researching how that might be stopped. 

Earwigs are also plentiful and unfortunately eat 
plants.  Earwigs are third only to snails and slugs 

in causing plant damage. While they are 
beneficial because they eat insects such as 

aphids, they also feed on soft plants like zinnias, 
lettuce, strawberries, potatoes, and seedling 

beans and beets.  Earwigs can do quite a lot of 
damage. They feed at night and hide in moist, 

tight-fitting places during the day. Trap them by 
putting out moistened, tightly rolled newspaper 
or corrugated cardboard in the evening. In the 
morning dispose of the paper and the trapped 
insects. Another method of control is a covered 
container such as a small margarine tub with 

holes cut halfway up the sides. Pour in about an 
inch of soy sauce and a thin layer of vegetable oil 
in the container and bury up to the holes. Empty 

as needed. 

 

If using commercial pesticides, they 
MUST have the OMRI seal to be used in 

our organic gardens. 

 

 

Hardening Off Seedlings 

 

Seedlings that have been raised in protected 

conditions, like in greenhouses or indoors, 

need to be gradually exposed to outdoor 

conditions for one to two weeks before 

transplanting. This process is known as 

“hardening off.” 

 

To harden off seedlings, first move them 

outside to a shady, wind-sheltered area for a 

few hours a day, bringing them inside at night. 

After a few days of that treatment, place 

them in the sun for a few hours in the 

morning or late afternoon and gradually 

increase the sun exposure. Reduce the 

frequency of watering, but do not allow the 

plants to wilt. Do not place seedlings outside 

on really windy days or when the 

temperatures are below 45 deg F. 

 

After a couple of weeks, once the seedlings 

are used to full sun and can stay outside 

overnight, they are hardened off and are 

ready to transplant into the garden. 

 

http://mgsantaclara.ucanr.edu/garden-help/monthly-tips/april/?uid=94&ds=841
http://mgsantaclara.ucanr.edu/garden-help/monthly-tips/april/?uid=94&ds=841
http://mgsantaclara.ucanr.edu/garden-help/vegetables/tomato-staking-techniques
http://mgsantaclara.ucanr.edu/garden-help/vegetables/tomato-staking-techniques
mailto:gratefulgardenssj@gmail.com
mailto:gratefulgardenssj@gmail.com


 Sprouting seed potatoes - one pound grows 5-10 pounds of 
potatoes.  To be used in Second Harvest Food Bank and my 
personal beds.  So easy to grow. 

 

Blackford Elementary PTA walking the labyrinth 

Indoor sprouting bell peppers, tomatoes, an orange tree, and spider plants.  
Using a heat pad the seeds sprouted in three days. 

Amending Second Harvest Food Bank beds 

Curry Brothers Tree Care - planting labyrinth trees 


